
to understand the people of these United States.
As another instance of our regard for the tiner

and loftier aspects of life, consider our parks, set

apart for the use of the people by the city, the State
and the nation. In the cities of this new country
the publie plavgrounds have had to be made. the
most of them, and at high ost, whereas the towns

of the old world have come into possession of theirs
for nothing. more ofteii than n<»t. inheriting the

private recrcatioii grounds of their rulers. And
Europe has nothing to show similar in kind either
to the reservations of c ertain States, like the steadily
enlarging preserves in the Catskills and the A.liroti-
dacks, or to the ampler national parks, the Yellow-
stone, the Yosemite and the Grand Canon of the
Colorado, some of them far larger in area than one

at least of the original thirteen States. Overcoming
the pressure of private greerl, the people have or-

dained the preservatioti of this natural beauty and
its protection for all time under the safe guardian-
ship of the nation and with free access to all who
mav claim admission to enjoy it.

In like manner the battle-tields, whereon the
nation spent its blood that it might be what it is
and what it hopes to be.these have been taken
over bv the nation itself and set apart and kept as

holy piaees of pilgrimage. They are free from the
des'poiling hand of anv private owner. They are

adorned with monuments reeording the courage
of the men who fought there. They serve as

constant reminders of the duty we owe to the

country and of the debt we owe to those who
made it and who saved it for us. And the
loval veneration with which these 1'ields of
blood have been c heiished here in the I'nited
States limls no j.arallel in any country in
Europe, no matter lmw glorioiis may be its
annals of military prowess. Even Waterloo is
in private hands" and its tiebb eiiriched by the
bones of thousands. are tilled every year by
the industrious Bclgian farnurs. Yet it was a

Frenchman, Renan, who told us that what welds
men into a nation is "the memory of great
deeds done in common and the will to ac-

complish yet more."
According to the thorv of the conservation of

energy, there ought to be about as much virtue
in the world at one time as at another. Accord¬
ing to the theory of the survival of the tit-
test. there ought .to be a little more now

than there was a century ago. We Ameri-
cans to-day have our faults, and they are

abundant enough and blatant enough, and
foreigners take care that we shall not overl-.ok
them; but our ethical standard .however im-
jierfeetly we may attain to it .is at least as high
as that of the Greeks under Perick-s, of the
Romans under Ca-sar, of the English under
Elizabeth. It is highcr even than that of our

forefathers who established our freedom. as those
know- best who have most carefully iivjiiired into
the inner history of the American Rcvolutioii.
In nothing was our advance more striking
than in the di'ercnt treatment meted out to

the van. piished after th.e Rcvolutioii and after
the Civil War. When we had made our peace
with the British the native Tories ware pio-
scribcd and thousands of loyalists left the
I'nited States to c any into Canada the in-
duralcd hatre'l of the e.xiled. But after Lee's
surretider at Api>omatto.x, no body of men,
ik> single man indeed, was drivetl forth to
live an alic-n for the rest of his days; a few
might choose to go, but n->ne were compcllcd.

This change of feeling on the 'part of those
who wei'e victors in the- struggle was evideiice
of an increasing sen-itiveiiess. an increasing
sympathy.which was thee.Xciting cause of our

rti.-h to the rclief of Cuba. X>>t only is scc-

tionalism disaj'pearing, but with it is departing
the feeling that 1'cally uiidcrlics it .the distnist
of those- who dwc-11 eisewhe-re than where we d'>.
This distrust is still common all over Europe
to-day. Here in America it has yielded to a

friondly neighborliiii-.-s which mak.-s the family
from Portlaiid. Maine, soon u-el it-clf at home
in Portlaiid, Orog<>n. It is get:ing hard for
us to hate anvbodv.e-peciallv since we

had discstablished the Devil. We are

good-natui'ed and ea-y-going. Herbert
Spcticer even denounced this as our im-
mediate danger; he maintained that we

v.'ore too goiid-natui'i-d. to.> easv-going.
to,, tolorant of evil; and he insisted that
we ileeded to sth'ell our wills to protest
agaitist wrong and to grapple with it
ies. .lutoly and to overcome before it is
lirmly n ioted.
We are kindly and we are hopeful: and

we are lixed in the boiief that somohow
evorything will work out all right in
the l"iig run. But nothing will work

out all right unless we so make it work; and
excessive optimism mav be as crnipting to the

f.ber of the people as "the Sabbathless pursmt of

fortune," as Baion termed it. When John Morley
was last in this eoimtrv he siized swittly ii|m*.i. a

chance allusion to this ingrained liopefulness of

ours. "Ah. what voti call ..ptimism." he .ned I

call fatalism!" But an optimism whicu is solidly
baseil on a survcy of the facts lann-.t lairly be

termed fatalism.
And another British student of politi.al science.

James Bryce, has recently pointed <mt_ that the

intelligent native American has -and ».*_'*>' £*"
perience justitied in having -a lirin convt. tion that
the majoritv of .jualitied voters are pretty sttre tr»

be right. Then he suggtstt-d a reason for the faith
that is in us when he dei lared that no such feehng
exists in Eurojie, since in Germany the govt-rning
class dreads the spread of socialism. in France the

Republicans know that it is n«»t impossible that
Monanhism and Clericalism may succeed in ti{>-
setting the Republic. while in Great Britain each

party believes that the other party, when it suc-

ceeds, succeeds by misleading the people. and
neither party supposes that the majority are any
more likelv to be right than to be wrong.

Mr. .Morley and Mr. Bryce were both here in the
United States in the fall of io \, when we were in

THE MERM AID
Illvi-tra'iori by "Walli»m Schmedtg-.*-*

By _§. !___. . UrS. a s © a-

The mermaid cannot skip the rope.
You'll see why at a glance.

She cannot riJe astriJe, or hope
To ever learn to dance.

Her stockings good olJ Santa Claus
May not expect to tinJ;

But she will never fret because
Her skirt hangs wrong behind.

The mermaid cannot learn to go
()n roller-skates. or stray

Through pastures where wild roses How
AnJ frisky lambkins play:

Her ;.isc is very s.iJ. ar.J yet
It nnofit be wnrse by far:

We kri'iw that she will never get
Off kickward from a car.

The iiurniaij cannot promenade
Almig the avenue,

Or ever stroll in pathways made
.lust w;_e enou ,h for two.

The mennaij cannot run to meet
Her love; but, after all,

She'U never have to pinch her feet
In shoes a size too small

Mr. Harri-
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the midst c>f a presidential election, one < f .*-f,se
pn.longed national debates. creating in. e ,n* p,-.
moil, but invaluable agents of our p<,lpr ,, .,j,1(a
tion, in so far as they force us all to tak- 'b',:ij/*t
alwmt the underlying principles of p.,h, v i-K.
we wish to see the Govemment guided 1- .vas
while this political campaign .vas at i*. 1
the French visitor to the Russian no..

setting his notes in order and copying <¦ ¦:.

tion that the American.-. were mt re ::ion.--. ." ¦:.TS
predatory and barbaru.

If the unthinking Parisian journa'.i ' ,; ,,n*_
taken the trouble to con-ider the ap-.ea. ;-- .;_e
chief speakers of the two parties her.- m nir,.,j
States were making to their fell<.'..- -¦ p./ :r, .ue
hope of winning votes. he would ha.- r.-a
that these prac tical jx.litii ians. train.-,i ,.,ve
the subtler shades of poptilar feeling. .,;,-_
all their arguments on the a-ss-m; *. .-^
American people as a w h«.le want.-d . r-.ght.
He would have seen that the apt.-al ,. ,if>
voted partisans was nev.-r to prr-jnh .. -,, e.

hatred .evil spirits that various <.raf' .:-,*,,.
to aroase and to intensify in the more r >¦¦ ... j
discussion of the French them-el..-
An examination of the plartorm .!- ..-, 0-

the candidates, and the sp.-.-i hes ot .;.- ;-._

portant leaders on both -ides reveaied . ".~:eri-
can observc-r the igiiiTi. an" ta. -.-.'ich
party tried to demon.-trate th.p. r ,jre

peaceable, more e-.uitable, rior- -.- de¬
voted to law ful and righteou- b.-l-.a :. -*-e
other." In other v.or.is. "the .;-_
stinctively credited with loving : .¦ -./n_
teousne-s and with being stirrcd'. ot
good-will toward men." Thi .--.-.-. -r,.
the heart of the pc. .ple is s. .und .: ,[ ,-s

not throb in re-p..r..-e to ig:. r.

seems to sh-.w that there i- ::.:.. 'i.-- ...-.,->
do right and to s.-e right d.-ne. ..-..¦¦¦. .'.; .^
weakened a lit tie l v ea- y-going g' ¦¦ ..-..-

if the will fall- at time-. to s'i .-r. p ;- _.\.
to make sure that the right d.-- ..-..-..-.
if righteous wrath d"es not al".'.",.*. .--t,
to destroy evii-doer-.

"Liberty hath a sharp ar.d d
only to be handh-d by ju-t ar.d
so Milton asserted long ago. add;- .;-.
bad and dissolute. it ' <.. ¦::.<- a :: i.;-.-
in their own hand-." Ev.-n *.: i-;.-
ourselves of being "bad ara! ...-_

have much to do before we .-. '..

"just aral virtuous." Ju-p. ,. ...

not to be had tor the a-kmg *¦

-._..
wards of a iT'.anft'.I ctp..r ¦.'.-.*!-. .-;
with s'.oth. They are the r.--'-.i-
e""rt to think -traight ar.d t ...:
prin. iples t" pre-ent n.-edp. \b-.-i-. -;..
thebeginring what retT.am-*.-*-. '

-.
An Engii.-h historian, Fr.-d.-ri.. ii ..;._

came here to spv out the land :':::-¦.- ¦¦- ,ri

before Mr. Mork-y and Mr. Brv. -. v:

was struck bv the fact.and y '1 :>->

tplc-nceS of the fact.that "A" .¦:". r.lv
land oflearth where c a-Teha.-T:.." pr.g
nor has left a face." It-cen .ed "

.p
nut::l c-rs and the pas-ion of e Ta'..' 1 ,.-

averages in thoTTght. in man::--- b !;¦
oj ini'.n. which the z.-.d (.: the >'.<¦: -.-..-

tends gradi'.ailv, to rai-.. to h:g! .¦> f
thought andcondu. t." B'TthebciT". ;1I

¦iiJ

nd a

no re.i-' .n w.'h.y a man -:!....:!
a gerrrlera.m and a s.. h. -lar. i :¦

to clu-ri-h what Huxh-y call- ':
thusias-n for tru'h, that :'a:.
veracitv, which is a 'jrva*,--
than mrah K-arr.ir.-r.
than the !".'.'¦ ¦¦" : ir: "

Icdge." He will ne. 1 ..I
that
K:-:.a' a.

t'.i .r '.-
Hut 'A a :


